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As The National Outline for Medium and Long-Term Education Reform and  
Development (2010-2020)” mentioned, the key to fair education is fair 
opportunity. With China’s higher education entered into the popularization stage, 
more and more students gained the opportunity of higher education enrollment. 
However, due to the limited higher education resources, particularly quality higher 
education resources, students have to go through very fierce entrance exam 
competition, therefore, Higher Education Entrance Exam is the key to gain higher 
education opportunity. The unbalance in basic education development, especially the 
unbalance in basic education resources allocation, has a deep impact on the 
opportunity of entering higher education  
This research takes Xiamen city as an example. Beginning with the analysis of 
education resources allocation, this study discussed reasons affecting higher education 
entrance opportunity in Xiamen, and then comes a systematic analysis on how to 
promote the balanced development of basic education in Xiamen. Firstly, the general 
situation of the basic education resources allocation in Xiamen is cleared. Secondly, 
through the method of case study, the author collects and analyzes six high schools’ 
higher education entrance exam pass rate in Xiamen, then describes the factors in 
basic education allocation that has an affect on the higher education entrance 
opportunity. In the end, based on my practical analysis, the author gives a discussion 
on the reasons that affectes higher education entrance opportunity and balanced 
development of basic education. In addition, some solutions are proposed. 
This research shows, Xiamen has made great progress on balanced development 
of basic education. Xiamen has basically established the balance allocation of school’s 
resources in and outside the island. The two factors that affect higher education 
entrance opportunity are teachers’ qualification and students’ quality. Among which 















usually wordking in an invisible way. The differences of high schools ’students’ 
qualities are affected by high school entrance policies, while the main reason lies with 
the unbalanced development of basic education stage. The development of economy 
outside island is slowly so the education quality is relatively not good enough. 
Besides current policies and system has confined students’ flow from outside to inside 
the island, in this case students outside the island are at a weaker point in terms of 
gaining better high school education opportunity. Weak schools, especially those 
outside the island can hardly get good quality students due to those policies. They also 
have weaker attraction to teachers and have lower acknowledgement in society. 
Reasons above have affected the balanced development of different schools and made 
big disparities in higher education entrance opportunity.  
In the author’s opinion, in order to promote the balanced development of basic 
education in Xiamen and to establish fair education and higher education entrance 
opportunity, government needs to promote the economic development outside island, 
narrows the differences among different districts, strengthen the investment in weaker 
schools, reduce society’s the attention on higher education exam pass rate, focus on 
basic education theory study, and develop education management ability etc. Schools 
should develop education efficiency, promote management ability, utilize strategies 
and policies to drive development and explore more characters in schools.  
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